
II. March 14, 2025 : DOJ Leadership Expressed Intent to Ignore Court Orders to
Effectuate Removal Flights Under the Alien Enemies Act

On Friday March 14 , 2025, Mr. Reuveni received notice ofhis promotion toActing Deputy
Director ofthe Office of Immigration Litigation. That same day, following news reports that the
President intended to sign a presidential proclamation invoking the Alien Enemies Act (AEA), Mr.
Reuveni was summoned to a meeting by Deputy Assistant Attorney General (DAAG) of OIL,
Drew Ensign. At the meeting were Principal Assistant Deputy Attorney General (PADAG) Emil
Bove, Counselor to the Deputy Attorney General James McHenry, Associate Deputy Attorney
General (ADAG) Paul Perkins, DAAG Ensign, Acting Director for OIL and Mr. Reuveni's direct
supervisor , August Flentje, and other OIL attorneys.

At the meeting Bove indicated to those in attendance that the AEA proclamation would
soon be signed and that one or more planes containing individuals subject to the AEA would be
taking off over the weekend – meaning Saturday, March 15 and Sunday, March 16. Bove did not
provide further details and 19 Bove indicated

20 and stressed to all in attendance that the

planes needed to take off no matter what.

Bove then made a remark concerning the possibility that a court order would enjoin those
removals before they could be effectuated. Bove stated that DOJ would need to consider telling
the courts "fuck you” and ignore any such court order . Mr. Reuveni perceived that others in the
room looked stunned, and he observed awkward, nervous glances among people in the room .
Silence overtook the room. Mr. Reuveni and others were quickly ushered out of the room.
Notwithstanding Bove's directive, Mr. Reuveni left the meeting understanding that DOJ would
tell DHS to follow all court orders.21

-

Mr. Reuveni was stunned by Bove's statement because, to Mr. Reuveni's knowledge, no
one in DOJ leadership - in any Administration – had ever suggested the Department of Justice
could blatantly ignore court orders , especially with a "fuck you.” Mr. Reuveni was in disbelief,
because, on the contrary, the Department of Justice consistently advises its clients of their
obligation to follow court orders , not to ignore them. Mr. Reuveni knew that it was absurd and
unlawful to do otherwise, a proposition that Mr. Reuveni felt even more certain of after a brief
conversation with his supervisor , August Flentje, shortly after the meeting.

19This clause is redacted because it is not clear that an exception to the lawyer's duty of confidentiality applies here.
20 This clause is redacted because it is not clear that an exception to the lawyer's duty of confidentiality applies here .
21 Mr. Reuveni left the meeting with this impressionbecause

This clause is redacted because it is not clear that an exception to the
lawyer's duty ofconfidentiality applies here.
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